
 
 
 

Chapter T GWRRA, Joplin, MO     

CHAPTER ôTõ TALL TALES 

Chapter T met Thursday, November 13 , at Granny 

Shafferõs in Joplin, MO.  Our hosts for November  

were Barbara and  Dick .  Dick opened with a 

welcome to our Old - Fashioned Thanksgiving 

meeting.  He also led us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  He thanked Dean and Lois for the 

Halloween wiener roast.  He reported that Larry, 

Don, Dean, and Dick helped with the charity bike 

ride.  It is good for Chapter T to be represented 

for this worthy cause.                                       

Bob and Peggy are doing fairly good after a stint 

in the hospital together.  Diana reported 42 

attending.  We had four visitors from Chapter N in 

Springfield and Stephanie Taylor, Steve and 

Annaõs daughter.                                           

Danny Cupp, safety coordinator , who is partly 

recovered from their recent accident, reported 

that Debbie is in worse shape than he is.  We are 

so happy th ey are with us.                              

Bettie reported for our Christmas party, we will 

eat at 6 pm o n December 6 at Grannie Shafferõs.  

Meals are paid for but bring $5 to pay for 

entertainment.                                                 

Dan and  Debbie presented the traveling Mr. 

Goodman to Andy and Lisa.  Murlene reported 

Chapter T Red Hatters will have their Christmas 

dinner on Thursday, December 11, at 6 pm at 

Bella Peppers.  Those who are attending will draw 

names after our meeting.  Bring a $10 gift.      

Bettie told us that John Grady will be taking over 

the phone tree.  Thanks, Doris, for your work!  

Most of our group likes the way things are being 

done for our meetings, but we will have for 

responsibility this coming year.  We need 

someone  to work up a skit for Branson.  Shirley 

volunteered to take pictures for our Chapter 

activities.  Murlene volunteered to do scrapbook.     

NOVEMBER MEETING 

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

November Meeting 1 

Anniveraries  1 

Smoke Signals ð A Word from Stan 2 

Birthdays 2 

Halloween Party   3           

Chapter Directors 4 

Our Advertisers 4 

Safety Article  5- 6  

   

Laverne and Shirley said they are working on our 

Spring Fling and the Branson Rally.                    

New District  treasurers are Ken and Ella Cook, and 

the Assistant D Dõs are Bob and Ellen Phelps.      

Barb  hosted our game òSmarter Than a Third 

Grader.ó Winners were Dean Beaver and Ken and 

Ella Cook.   Door prize: Jerry Williams - free dinner, 

Jeff Wilkinson - tickets.     50/50 winners: $40 - Jeff 

Wilkinson, $19 - Glenda Wittner. $1 pot ðGary 

Marshall, $18.   

Thatõs all,  folks!     --- Rayma 

From the editor ñPlease excuse the time lapse 

since the previous newsletter in November.  

Holidays and other delays worked against it,  but  

although some of the items in this newsletter are 

not timely, they are all newsworthy to Chapter T 

membership.    Annetta          
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ANNIVERSARIES 

                                                                                                             

Ron and Murlene  January 26  

Bob and Linda   February 12  

   

 

By Rayma Fitzer  
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 Tami Wolsey   January 1  

Jerry Williams   January 5                                                

Andy Sasser   January 8  

Lisa Sasser  January 14  

Don Fitzer   January 11   

Bonita Harrison  January 6  

Don Stewart   January 12  

Brenda Wilton   January 29  

BIRTHDAYS 

Hawaiian.ó  We 

had some very 

interesting names.  

We also had a hula 

hoop  

 

By now,  I guess you all have made your New Years 

Resolutions.  With the changes in the economy, I 

am sure you are setting some new goals both 

personally and financially.  For most of us, it is 

time for us to sit back and have some time to 

think.  Letõs all think of some rides we can put 

together for the year.  For me, I feel like I just lost 

last year and I intend to do some riding this year.  

Our thanks go out to all of you for doing your 

share to make Chapter T the success that it is.  

Without you guys, it would  not work.             

Thanks to Mike at Granny Shaffers for th e good 

food and a very nice pla ce for our Christmas party.  

Hopefully, everyone enjoyed themselves.     

Looking forward to a fun and safe year.  

                           Stan and Bettie  

 
ôSMOKE SIGNALSõ 

Chapter T  Meets the second 

Thursday of each month, at 

Granny  Shafferõs Restaurant 

Dinner at 6, meeting at 7.  

 

 

 

Birthdays, continued  

Lisa Myers   February 13  

Don Marshall   February 23  

Barbara Jack  February 25  

Debbie Cupp   February 25  

                                                                                                           

 

 

 

2009 !    A NEW YEAR! 

Everyone all set for another year of riding?  

We look forward to 2009 and making new 

memories.  Want to plan a ride?  A long 

one or a one - day ride, just call Don or the 

phone tree and spread the news.  

Don and Rayma  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

  

By Stan Little  
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2009 ð ANNUAL NEW YEARS DAY RIDE ð 2009  
by John Grady 

 
 To start any new year off properly means that you MUST ride your 
motorcycle on that first day of the year.  Well, Chapter T is NOT going to 
violate the rul es that we have lived with for the past eleven (11) years.  Yes, it 
was January 1, 1998 that I led the first of our Annual New Year Day rides.  
Today was the twelfth year, thatõs right 12 years that we have at least tried to 
ride on the first day of the ye ar.  Only two times have we been unable to ride 
due to ice and/or snow on the roads.  We have ridden when the temperature 
was in the teens, and when it was in the low 70õs, when it was calm and when 
it was very windy.  
 
 Today, January 1, 2009, the temperat ure was 45 degrees when we left 
home and when we left the Bread Store at noon.  There were 42 folks who 
showed up today, with 21 of them on bikes/trikes and the other 21 on 4 -
wheels.  Those who rode today were: Dean Beaver, his brother Clyde & Sandy 
Beaver, Don & Rayma Fitzer, John & Cindy Grady, Bob Hosp, Larry & Sharon 
Johnson, Dick & Barb Largent, Ray Lindsey, Stan & Bettie Little, Tommie & 
Diane Noe, Andy & Lisa Sasser, and Steve & Anne Taylor.  The ride was only 12 
miles but it was a scenic ride with n ice warm sunshine for the entire route, 
with a temperature of 45 degrees.  On 4 -wheels were Wayne & Gloria Handle 
with 3 year old granddaughter Mara (visiting from Wichita), Jerry & Annetta 
Henry, Ronnie & Murlene Hosp, Laverne Howerton, Doris Lindsey, Lois Beaver, 
Peggy Hosp, Danny & Lorna Pence, Paul & Trula Shipman, Ed & Inga 
Burkholder, Don Stewart, Shirley Swart and Wayne & Glenda Wittner.  
 
 The 8 bikes and 4 trikes rode from the Bread Store on 32 nd Street to Main 
Street., south to Reddings Mill, Castl e Drive to the low -water bridge over Shoal 
Creek where a short stop was made to allow the annual òskinny dippingó for 
those interested (today we did not have any brave enough to get in the water 
with air temperature of 45 degrees), on north on Jackson to 3 2nd Street, east to 
Main, north to 15 th, east to Campbell Parkway, and north to Markwardt and 
east to the home of Wayne and Glenda Wittner.  There we were treated to an 
outstanding FISH FRY with all the trimmings, desserts, and soft drinks.  Wayne 
is an outstanding fisherman, that is, òout standingó in the water while he 
fishes; and he brings in enough for several fish fries every year.  He thought 
this would be the perfect time for one, when the temperature would NOT 
reach near 100 degrees as it did the pr evious time we were at Schermerhorn 
Park in Galena, KS. 
 
 Now, we have this first ride behind us, so òLet the riding begin for 
2009.ó 
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JANUARY MEETING  
 

Chapter T met January 8, 2009, at Granny Shaffers.  Hosts were Don and Rayma 

Fitzer.  Don welcomed e veryone to the meeting and led the pledge of allegiance.  

Rayma read a letter from Soulõs Harbor thanking us for contributions from our 

Chapter.  Last monthõs attendance winners were:  free meal ð Doris Lindsey, and 

free tickets ð Don Marshall.   

Don Salisb ury from MODOT gave a very good presentation about improvements 

in our highways and bridges and what the costs will be.   

Barbara gave the attendance report.  Di was absent.  42 were present, with four 

new ð Clyde and Rusty Beaver and Ed and Inga Burkholde r.   

Don asked that everyone plan a ride this year.   

Danny Cupp would like everyone to bring their odometer readings to our next 

meeting.  How many are active in the level systems?  Please let him kno w.  He  

suggested having a radio  check day before the ri ding season.  

Bob asked that we honor the State Patrol.  Also, that we send a letter to our 

advertisers to thank them for their support and inform them they will have a 

free year of advertising.  Bob said we will have a Super Bowl Party on February 1.   

Larry and Sharon will check on changes for the Neosho Power Sports ad.   

If you plan to attend òWing the Ozarksó at Branson, you should reserve your 

room by calling Ramada Inn at 1 - 800 - 641 - 4106.  Be sure to mention GWRRA, 

$55.  Pre - register by April 15.   

If you came to our ride on New Yearõs Day, and to dinner at Wayne and Glendaõs, 

you had wonderful fried catfish prepared by Wayne and wonderful black - eyed 

peas prepared by our òPea Queenó Lois Beaver.  After several attempts, Don 

finally plac ed her òPea Queen Crownó atop her head.  She was excited.  She loves 

hats.  HA!  

Don announced dates to remember:  February 21 ð MO District Spring Fling; 

April 30 ð May 2 ðWing the Ozarks, Branson; and August 2009 ð MO District 

picnic.  

Rayma called on Steve, John, Melani e and Peggy for the feather game.  Blow the 

feather into the air and see who can keep it in the air the longest.  The biggest 

blower, first place winner, was John.  Second place went to Melanie.  
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Dick announced that on February 21 st, the National Guard wi ll have a garage 

sale.  The proceeds go to CMN.  

Don Stewart awarded $1 pot winners:  $16 to Steve and $11 to Dale  

50/50 pot winners were $35 to Shirley and $15 to John Grady  

Dean and Lois will have another wiener roast.  

Meeting adjourned.  

     -- submitted by Rayma Fitzer  

 

 

Chapter T Christmas Party December 2008 -  
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Chapter T Christmas Party ð December 2008 
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